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FLQQR DEBATE

re gar dl ess  of w h e ther t h ey're m a l e  or female?

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Yes, S e n ator Chambers, t h e y  should.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So do y ou t h i n k  the state is b e i n g  unfa i r  to
the fema l e  inmates b y  n ot m a k i n g  pro g r a m s  a v a i l a b l e  to t hem that 
the L e g i s l a t u r e  ha s  made available to the males?

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Yes, S e n ator Chambers, if I could give
you qu i c k  example. I'll tell you...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes, plea s e  do.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: . . .when we bu i l t  Tecumseh, we built
Te c u m s e h  so the me n  could h ave two to a room. We do h ave some 
rooms that are built n ow w i t h  m o r e  than two to a room, b ut we 
have b e e n  s h ovi ng th e  wo m e n  in three and four and f i v e  to a room 
for some years b e f o r e  we c o n s idered d o i n g  an y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  in 
that facility.

S E N ATOR CHAMBERS: Bu t  even w ith w h a t e v e r  little m i g h t  b e  done,
and the f a c i l i t y  is the Y o r k  W o men's Reformatory, right,...

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Yes, S e n ator Chambers.

S E N ATOR CHAMBERS: ...or the w o m e n ' s  prison, t hat re n o v a t i o n  or
construction, wha t e v e r  term is a p plied to it, is n o t  going to 
g ive the females f a c i lities equal in terms of w h a t  will be 
offered to those for the males.

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: No, it will not. It's o nly a little
b e g i n n i n g .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: W e  have far m ore m e n  in this L e g i s l a t u r e  than
women. D o  y ou think, and w e ' r e  speculating, t hat if there were 
more w o m e n  t h a n  me n  there m i g h t  b e  more a t t e n t i o n  g i v e n  to the 
needs of fema l e  inmates?

SE N A TO R Dw. PEDERSEN: I w o u l d  t h i n k  so, yes.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Do you think a person has to be a female


